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1 1. Basis of the report 



International application No. 

PCT/DE2003/003918 



i. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I | * ne international application as originally filed 
the description: 



pages 



1-8 



» as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 



pages 



1-14 



, r , as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
» filed with the demand 



the drawings: 



filed with the letter of 14 January 2005 (14.01.2005) 



1/3-3/3 



pages 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages — — 



., filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



. which is: 



These elements were ava.lable or furnished to this Authority in the fellowfag toguage 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

o^Sr 86 ^ ^ tnmSlati0n fUmiShed ^ PUiP ° SeS ° f intCTnational P re,imin ^ examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

I'" P^^ex^ in the international application, the international 

LJ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

bj Sern^^ "*"« *" - - the disclosure in the 

D J^SS.^ * e inf0miati0n m readaWe fMm is identical to * e written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 17-19 
□ the drawings, sheets/fig 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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International application No. 
PCT/DE 03/03 918 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-14 



1-14 



1-14 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Closest prior art: US-B1-6173958 (DINC et al . ) 

2. Said document discloses: 

A sealing arrangement as per the preamble of claim 1 
(see figure 12 and column 7, lines 31-34), from 
which the subject matter of independent claim 1 
differs in that: 

the first sealing device has a metal piston ring 
seal with a dividing point. 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 



3. 



US-B1-6173958 provides no incentive to a person 
skilled in the art to substitute a separate piston 
ring seal for the radial shoulder in such a seal 
arrangement . 



This design renders complex machining of the shaft 
redundant. The sealing arrangement as per claim 1 is 
a cost-effective solution to the problem of 
compensating for variations in the gap to be sealed. 
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4. 



5. 



The sealing arrangement as per claim 1 therefore 
involves an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 

The subject matter of claim 1 can be made and used 
and is therefore also industrially applicable (PCT 
Article 33 (4) ) . 

Dependent claims 2-14 contain advantageous and non- 
obvious embodiments of a sealing arrangement 
according to claim 1. Therefore, claims 2-14 
likewise meet the requirements for novelty, 
inventive step and industrial applicability 
according to PCT Article 33(2) to (4). 
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